
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope this fi nds you all well. Your board and offi  cers of District 7 continue 
to meet through Zoom. We are trying our best to stay informed on what is 
happening in our State and keep you informed of the same. As you may know 
the WC CMS 1500 initiative was pushed back to October. This will give you 
additional time to get the process going in your offi  ce. 

For those chiropractors who have offi  ces in low income communities there are 
additional EIDL funds available to you currently. I would advise you to contact 
your lending institution; there are very specifi c criteria that needed to be met, 
but this is grant money.

This month's guest speaker will be Dr. Amit Sharma. For those of you who 
recall, Dr. Sharma has talked with us in the past and many have requested his 
return. Dr. Sharma will be discussing the rational for performing various pain 
management procedures. 

I hope to see many of you on Wednesday, April 21st at 8pm. Most of you will 
receive the invite from the State Association.  If by chance you don't receive it 
please contact me prior to the night of the meeting. Thank you.

Your President,
George Rulli, DC

3RD WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 8:00 PM

ZOOM MEETING
Members: Look for invite from NYSCA

April 21st - 8:00 PM
Dr. Amit Sharma

Spine Care of Long island
Understanding Pain Management Procedures

May 19th - 8:00 PM

June 16th - 8:00 PM
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The Only Weight-Bearing MRI

Deer Park
243.3222

East Setauket
444.5361
Islandia
348.0996
Melville
454.0539

NYSCA  - GOLD SPONSORS

Commack
East Setauket
Patchogue
Riverhead

Southampton
Wading River
West Babylon

OFFICE LOCATIONS

YOUR HEALTH. 
OUR PRIORITY.

oali.com I 631-689-6698

Holbrook-Huntington-Plainview-West Islip

Exceptional Spine Care
Outstanding Patient Experience
Physicans you know & trust
Board-certified and fellowship
trained

Sp ineCare Long Is land :
We've got your back .

https://spinecarelongisland.com/
https://spinecarelongisland.com/
https://www.hmca.com/StandUpMriLocations.com/
https://oali.com/
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631-728-8545 • Fax: 631-728-1242

HBChiro1@aol.com

Dr. Joseph Merckling
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Practice Resources 
Dr. Philip A. Facquet III

I trust that you have not only heard about the INDEX TO CHIRO-
PRACTIC LITERATURE, but you have used it in your practices; if 
not it is time to explore a great resource available to our profession. 

The Chiropractic Library Collaboration (CLC) is a working group af-
fi liated with the Association of Chiropractic Colleges, https://www.
chirocolleges.org, and is comprised of chiropractic college librarians 
from all over the world. The amount of work is enormous. They also 
produce the Index to Chiropractic Literature (ICL), https://www.chi-
roindex.org, and its accompanying thesaurus, Chiropractic Subject 
Headings (ChiroSH). This invaluable tool can be used to help you fi nd 
specifi c studies, http://www.chiroindex.org/htmls/ChiroSH2006.pdf,  
with an indexed subject heading guide to assure greater search results.

This eff ort began as a print index in 1979 and this online tool con-
tinues to help everyone, from students and clinicians to our full-time 
researchers and educators, to fi nd the literature and related resources 
they need to improve research and patient care.

The ICL's database contains the records for peer reviewed journals 
created by the profession. To review a listing of reviewed journals, 
visit: https://www.chiroindex.org/journals/recent-issues/. I did not re-
alize how busy our 75 full time chiropractic researchers have been. 

The site contains many helpful features including the Open Access 
Library and a Google custom search tool ChiroSearch.   Use this link, 
https://www.chiroindex.org/about/icl-social-media/, and join the ICL 
social media sites to receive updates about new articles and resources 
to help your practice grow. Start using the articles to repost on your 
platforms.  

For direct helps to use in your practices they have a patient hand-
out section for you to use; https://www.chiroindex.org/open-access-
library/patient-handouts/.  This is a must have on your desktop. Teach 
your staff  to fi nd articles to share with patients. It will also help to 
educate your staff  and help to focus the offi  ce on chiropractic. 

The best part in our expensive world is that the ICL continues to be 
free online. Good luck and let's reach more people, grow our practices 
and expand the reach of our profession.
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SBA is currently offering PPP loans until May 31, 2021

The Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) is a loan designed to pro-
vide a direct incentive for small businesses to keep their workers 
on payroll and borrowers may be eligible for PPP Loan forgiveness. 

It is true the SBA is currently offering PPP loans until May 31, 2021. 
President Biden announced program changes to make access to 
PPP loans more equitable.

Use this link,   https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/covid-
19-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program, to find a lender in
your area and to identify a loan, either first or second drawer.
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SAN JOSE, Calif. – Feb. 24, 2021 – The Foundation for Chiro-
practic Progress (F4CP), a not-for-profi t organization educating the 
public about the benefi ts of chiropractic care, has issued a public 
statement in support of the fi ndings of a cohort study published 
Feb. 16 in the Journal of American Medical Association (JAMA Net-
work Open).

The study, “Risk Factors Associated with Transition from Acute to 
Chronic Low Back Pain (LBP) in U.S. Patients Seeking Primary 
Care” concluded that the transition from acute to chronic low back 
pain (LBP) is much greater than historically appreciated at 32%, 
and increased correspondingly with early exposure to nonconcor-
dant guidelines. This is an important fi nding because the prevailing 
belief in the medical community was that acute LBP resolves within 
three months on its own and thus received little attention. It turns 
out that more attention is warranted at the initial acute stage so that 
LBP does not become chronic, even among low-risk patients. The 
study’s authors point out that accumulating evidence indicates that 
guideline-concordant care has not been successfully implemented 
in primary care.

Clinical guidelines consistently recommend reassurance (e.g., 
most episodes of acute LBP resolve quickly and have a very low 
likelihood of serious underlying pathology) and advice to maintain 
activity as tolerated. Recently, nonpharmacologic interventions, 
such as spinal manipulation (commonly known as a chiropractic 
adjustment) heat, massage or acupuncture, are recommended as 
fi rst-line treatment options, while specialty consultation and pre-
scription of opioid medications in the absence of red fl ags (e.g., 
fever, fracture, malignant neoplasms) are not recommended.

“These fi ndings suggest that more emphasis should be placed on 
strategies to successfully implement guideline concordant care in 
the primary care setting to reduce the development of chronic low 
back pain,” said Sherry McAllister, DC, president, F4CP. “The F4CP 
is working to raise awareness of the effi  cacy of spinal manipulation 
as a recommended fi rst-line treatment option when performed by 
a doctor of chiropractic versus another healthcare provider. In the 
U.S., DC programs include rigorous clinical training that focuses
on low back pain.”

When is low back pain considered chronic?
Patients were considered to have chronic LBP if they 1) reported 
the presence of pain for more than three months, and 2) experi-
enced pain at least half the days in the six months.

Low back pain is the leading cause of disability in the United States, 
representing twice the burden of any other health condition. Treat-
ment for LBP and related spine disorders now represents the most 
expensive medical problem in the U.S., with most costs accrued 
in ambulatory care settings, including primary care. Chronic LBP 
contributes most to long-term disability, morbidity, healthcare and 
societal costs.

The study suggests that one reason for poor implementation may 
trace back to physicians’ musculoskeletal training. Medical edu-
cators have recognized for years that training in musculoskeletal 
medicine is suboptimal for medical students, residents and general 
practitioners.

Defi ning nonconcordant care

The cohort study defi nes nonconcordant care as:

• Any prescriptions that included opioids
• Prescriptions that included benzodiazepines and/or systemic

corticosteroids alone without the presence of nonsteroidal an-
ti-infl ammatory drugs or short-term skeletal muscle relaxants

• Orders for a lumbar radiograph or computed tomography/
magnetic resonance imaging (CT/MRI) scan

• Referrals to nonsurgical or surgical specialties (e.g., physiat-
rists, orthopedists, neurologists, neurosurgeons or pain spe-
cialists).

Of the 5,233 patients with acute LBP from 77 primary care prac-
tices in the study, nearly half received at least one nonconcordant 
recommendation within the fi rst three weeks of the fi rst visit. The 
study found that 1,544 patients received prescriptions for non-rec-
ommended medications of which 999 received opioids.

Even after controlling for patient characteristics (e.g., obesity) and 
clinical characteristics (e.g., baseline disability), increasing num-
bers of nonconcordant management approaches increased the 
likelihood of having chronic LBP at six months.

Nonconcordant care can lead to direct and indirect harm, given that 
it has been linked with medicalization and unnecessary healthcare 
utilization.

“Referrals to doctors of chiropractic for low back pain ought to be 
part of concordant care,” Dr. McAllister explained. “Studies show 
that when patients start with a non-prescriber (provider), the rate 
of opioid use goes down. WhileWhile thethe availabilityavailability 
ofof nonnon--prescriptiveprescriptive treatmenttreatment isis not-
not aa silversilver bulletbullet forfor thethe opioidopioid crisis,crisis, 
it’sit’s clearclear itit cancan reducereduce prescribingprescribing 
whilewhile stillstill addressingaddressing thethe painpain manage-
mentmanagement needsneeds ofof patients.patients.””

For research in support of chiropractic care and the effi  cacy of spi-
nal manipulation, visit https://www.f4cp.org/new-research/.

About the Foundation for Chiropractic Progress
A not-for-profi t organization with nearly 29,000 members, the Foun-
dation for Chiropractic Progress (F4CP) informs and educates the 
general public about the value of chiropractic care delivered by 
doctors of chiropractic (DC) and its role in drug-free pain manage-
ment. Visit www.f4cp.org; call 866-901-F4CP (3427).

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Foundation for Chiropractic Progress Supports Findings of JAMA Chronic Low Back Pain Pri-
mary Care Study

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2776518
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Continued on page 15

Latest VAERS Data Show Vaccine Injury 
Trends Continue, CDC Fails to Respond 
to The Defender’s Inquiries
VAERS data released today showed 56,869 reports of adverse events following 
COVID vaccines, including 2,342 deaths and 7,971 serious injuries between Dec. 
14, 2020 and April 1, 2021.

By Megan Redshaw

The Defender is experiencing censorship on many social channels. Be sure to 
stay in touch with the news that matters by subscribing to our top news of the 
day. It’s free.

Data released today by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on 
the number of injuries and deaths reported to the Vaccine Adverse Event Report-
ing System (VAERS) following COVID vaccines confirmed that numbers are 
still rising, but no new trends emerged.

VAERS is the primary mechanism for reporting adverse vaccine reactions in the 
U.S. Reports submitted to VAERS require further investigation before a causal 
relationship can be confirmed.

Every Friday, VAERS makes public all vaccine injury reports received to the 
system for the previous week. Today’s data show that between Dec. 14, 2020 and 
April 1, a total of 56,869 total adverse events were reported to VAERS, including 
2,342 deaths — an increase of 93 over the previous week — and 7,971 serious 
injuries, up 245 over the same time period.

Reprinted with permission by childrenshealthdefense.org

ACA Announces 
Legislative 
Priorities for the 
117th Congress
By John Falardeau

With the new year and the first session of the 
117th Congress now underway, the American 
Chiropractic Association (ACA) is ready to 
tackle several important legislative issues on 
behalf of ACA members, patients and the chi-
ropractic profession.

The ACA Legislative Committee met recently 
and established the following priorities for the 
new congressional session:  

Medicare
ACA’s No. 1 legislative priority is to push 
for For several years, ACA’s strategy to ex-
pand reimbursable services in Medicare has 
largely been focused on a regulatory fix; how-
ever, guidance and rulings by the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) forced 
ACA to seek a legislative remedy. In July 
2019, during the previous congress, bipartisan 
legislation, the Chiropractic Medicare Cover-
age Modernization Act (HR 3654), was intro-
duced by Reps. Brian Higgins (D-N.Y.) and 
Tom Reed (R-N.Y.). The bill ended the session 
with 91 cosponsors, split very evenly between 
Democrats and Republicans.

The ACA Legislative Committee’s goal is to 
introduce the bill again this year and couple 
that with a May 2021 "Virtual Day on the Hill" 
to boost cosponsors. Strong support of the bill 
in the House will be a springboard for success 
in the 117th Congress. Also, given the wide 
support of the House bill, ACA will work to 
introduce a Senate companion. We continue to 
work with the prestigious Capitol Hill Consult-
ing Group (CHCG), a nationally known lobby-
ing firm that is working to raise ACA’s visibil-
ity, credibility and exposure on the Medicare 
issue before Congress.

Monitoring Healthcare Reform
Closely following our Medicare priority is our 
effort to through the regulatory process. This 
is done chiefly through the administration, and 
we will continue to take guidance from key 
congressional allies.

Continued on page 17

https://childrenshealthdefense.org/
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/vaers-data-vaccine-injury-trends-continue/
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/vaers-data-vaccine-injury-trends-continue/
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SUFFOLK COUNTY

Islandia 
631.348.0996

East Setauket 
631.444.5361

Deer Park 
631.243.3222

Melville 
631.454.0539

Also at Islandia: Open-Bore 3T MRI

Allows you to choose the MRI that best serves your patient.

• 70 cm Open Bore

• Advanced Applications

• Thinner Slices

• Faster Scans

• Better Resolution

www.standupmrilocations.com

The Only Weight-Bearing MRI

The rotating patient bed and open magnet design enable weight-bearing MRI.

• The Patient-Friendly™ MRI

• The “Non-Claustrophobic” MRI

• No “Tube,” No “Tunnel”

• Most Patients Scanned Seated Watching TV

• Nothing in Front of the Patient’s Face

• Very Large Patients Accommodated

[All cutaway views]
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Continued on page 9
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https://www.merchantology.com/no-processing-fees
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FULL RESPONSE

https://www.chiropractic.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ICA-Response-to-NCCIH-Strategic-Plan-Final.pdf
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For over 30 years, the World Federation of 
Chiropractic (WFC) has been at the forefront 
of the global development of chiropractic. 
Representing the interests of the profession 
in over 90 countries worldwide, the WFC de-
fends, promotes and advocates for the profes-
sion across its 7 world regions.

The publication of the WFC's 20 Principles 
set out the guiding values that drive our work.

Our Strategic Plan 2019-2022, approved
unanimously at the 2019 WFC Assembly of 
Members in Berlin, sets out four key pillars: 
support, empowerment, promotion and ad-
vancement. In achieving our goals, we are 
aware of the diversity of ways in which chi-
ropractors serve their patients, which is often 
driven by social determinants of health, cul-
ture and philosophy of healthcare delivery. 
The plan is the product of a careful analysis 
of our strengths and priorities and a desire to 
ensure that it has relevance and meaning to 
our members and stakeholders.

These 20 Principles explain what we stand 
for. They articulate our commitment to ad-
vance and develop the chiropractic profession 
for the benefit of patients and the public and 
to represent the interests of our national asso-
ciation members around the world.  

As a living document, the WFC 20 Principles 
will be regularly reviewed and, where neces-
sary, updated. We hope that they will be re-
ceived in the spirit in which they are intended 
and serve to provide clarity as to our purpose, 
support to the profession, and empowerment 
to many thousands of chiropractors whose 
dedication and commitment is transforming 
the lives of people around the world.

20 PRINCIPLE
ADVANCING AWARENESS, UTILIZATION AND
INTEGRATION OF CHIROPRACTIC INTERNATIONALLY

DOWNLOAD HERE
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Oola Find Balance in an Unbalanced World 

Oola is a "state of awesomeness," it's when your life is balanced and growing in the 7 key 
areas of life: Fitness, Finance, Family, Field, Faith, Friends, and Fun. A new patient came 
into the office for a wellness adjustment and told me about this book.  The co-authors Dave 
Braun (The OolaSeeker) and Troy Amdahl (The OolaGuru) are DC's. 

From Amazon: "Need 7 more reasons to read this book: 1. Learn the three simple steps to 
balance and grow your life in an unbalanced world. 2. Uncover what blocks you from the 
life of your dreams and what can get you there faster. 3. Find out what you can learn from 
a drunken Thai monkey, a black Ninja, and zebra-striped underwear. 4. Why no matter 
what you have done or have failed to do, you deserve a better life. 5. Become inspired to 
take the steps, reach your milestones, and achieve your OolaLife. 6. Discover the 7 key 
areas of life you must balance and grow. 7. Unlock the secrets to taking your life to the 
next level."

You can visit their website: https://www.oolalife.com/ It looks like fun. 

Department of Education Announces Expansion 
of COVID-19 Emergency Flexibilities to Additional 
Federal Student Loans in Default
MARCH 30, 2021
Contact:   Press Office, (202) 401-1576, press@ed.gov

Today, the U.S. Department of Education (Department) announced an expansion of the 
pause on federal student loan interest and collections to all defaulted loans in the Fed-
eral Family Education Loan (FFEL) Program. This action will help more than one million 
additional borrowers burdened by debt during the COVID-19 emergency.

MORE INFORMATION

https://youtu.be/DeNvhX7KHPc
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/department-education-announces-expansion-covid-19-emergency-flexibilities-additional-federal-student-loans-default
https://www.wfc.org/website/images/wfc/WFC_Principles/WFC_20_Principles_2020.pdf
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Quality & Quality & 
 Comfort         Comfort  

 Diagnostic Diagnostic 
 Excellence       Excellence

SUPERIOR SPINE IMAGES IN AS LITTLE AS 8 MINUTES

RADIOLOGIST AVAILABILITY BY PHONE

33 LOCATIONS (15 IN SUFFOOLKL COUNTY) Y

SATURDAY, SUNDAN Y & Y EVENINGG HOURS

PHYSYY ICIAN PORTAL

WALKWW -IN X-RAYSY
SPECIALIZED ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVES

CHIROPRACTIC IMAGING SERVICES
NO FAULT & WT ORKER’S COMP SPECIALIZED MSK & K NEUROLOGICAL RADIOLOGISTS

WALKWW -IN MRI FOR NO FAULT PATIENTS WITH A SCRIPT

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE TO NO FAULT AND WORKER’S COMP PATIENTS

WORKER’S COMP AUTHORIZATIONS PROVIDED BY ONE CALL CARE MANAGEMENT

ACCEPTING OR CREATING LIENS FOR PATIENTS

EXCLUSIVE EDUCATIONAL NETWORKING EVENTS

SPECIALIZED ACCOUNT COORDINATORS

PERSONAL INJURY PATIENT DIVISION

Public Health Announcement from the 
WFC. It is so basic. 'Just Start Walking' 
is such a clean idea to get behind! What 
a program to promote in the office. Let 
us be proactive in our communities this 
spring and get our patient’s walking. No, 
it is not for the Cross Fit junkies – it is 
for the bulk of our patients that struggle 
to even do the simple stabilizing exercises 
we recommend to support their care. Let's  
get them and their loved ones moving.  
Everyone can benefit; even you doc. 

There is a free Power Point for you to 
download and use both in your prac-
tices and during your outside lectures 

to promote walking as a healthy activ-
ity, https://www.wfc.org/website/index.
php?option=com_content&view=catego
ry&layout=blog&id=84&Itemid=174&
lang=en. Also utilize the Physical Activ-
ity Readiness assessment tool, PAR-Q, to 
introduce this idea to your patients. The 
Questionnaire is found here: https://www.
wfc.org/website/images/wfc/projects/par-
q.pdf 

Imagine if NYSCA Suffolk County ran a 
weekly, summer or fall, walking program 
at parks around our county?  “Just Start 
walking Suffolk!” 12 weeks and 12 walks. 

The weekly arrival program would be  
short:  a quick thanks to those patients 
participating, acknowledge DC’s and ven-
dors present,  recognizing the offices that 
participated, followed by a brief message 
about the importance of walking and of 
chiropractic care.  Then we walk. Simple. 
The DC in charge of the site walks last 
making sure everyone finishes and returns 
safely. After completing 8 of 12 walks, the 
walkers receive unique event t-shirt or hat.

Interested in organizing and developing 
this idea? Contact me at drfacquet@op-
tonline.net and let us get it done. 

Just Start Walking!

https://www.zwangerpesiri.com/
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OOURR LOCATIONS 
Holbrook 
4681 Veterans Memorial Highway
Huntington
110 East Main Street, Suite 2B
Plainview
901 Old Country Road
West Islip
1175 Montauk Highway, Suite 6

WWHOO WEE AREE 
SpineCare Long Island is a multi-disciplinary spine center that 
combines the expertise of board-certified neurosurgeons and 
interventional spine and pain management physicians. We help 
patients with back pain and neck pain explore non-surgical treatment 
options. If spine surgery is necessary, because of a herniated disc or 
spinal fracture, the spine surgeons emphasize minimally invasive 
spine techniques and instrumentation that greatly reduces the length 
of the incision, lessens time in the hospital and provides a faster 
recovery with less discomfort.

SpineCare Long Island was founded in 2017 by Dr. Kevin Mullins, Dr. Salvatore Zavarella and Dr. Amit Sharma who 
believed spine care could be improved with a spine center approach that combined the expertise of non-surgical MDs and 
spine surgeons who would collaborate for the benefit of the person with back or neck pain.

OOURR TEAM 

Kevin J. Mullins, MD, FAANS, FACOS  Salvatore M. Zavarella, DO, FACOS          Amit Sharma, MD, 
        Medical Director    Director of Spine Surgery           Director of Interventional Spine & Pain 

NNEUROSURGICALL TEAM:: IINTERVENTIONAL SPINE & PAIN TEAM:
  JOSHUA E. RYAN, MD       MICHAEL A. HERSHEY, MD
SALVATORE INSINGA, DO        REGINALD ROUSSEAU, MD
BRIAN J. MCHUGH, MD JASPREET TOOR, DO

At SpineCare Long Island, we literally got your back!

FOR APPOINTMENTS, PATIENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO CALL 833-SPINE-33 (833-774-6333) OR 
VISIT WWW.SPINECARELONGISLAND.COM

https://spinecarelongisland.com/
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PRONEX

EXPANDER
MAX  LSO

DDS CERVITRACCV-1000 TENS UNIT

BONE GROWTH
STIMULATORS

CERVICAL 
COLLARS

Elite Medical Supply specializes in Spine and Knee disorders. If your patients have back, neck or knee pain, or are
about to or have already had surgery, we can help.

To view all products, ordering process and participating insurances,  please visit our website at:
www.EliteMedicalSupplyofNY.com

1900 Ridge Road #125
West Seneca, NY 14224

Toll Free: (866) 712-0881

VISTA MULTI-POST
CERVICAL COLLAR

ELITE LSO & TLSO VENUM LSO  & TLSO

Chris Rooney D.C., Account Manager
(516) 510-0819
CRooney@EliteMedicalSupplyofNY.com

KNEE BRACES

ELITE MULTI-MODE
STIMULATOR

We have been in business since 1998 and are a Medicare accredited supplier of DME, with accreditation by the
Board of Certification/Accreditation International. Let our staff of Chiropractors and Certified Orthotic 

Fitters assist your patients on their road to recovery.
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Of the 2,342 deaths reported as of April 1, 28% occurred within 48 hours of vaccination, 
19% occurred within 24 hours and 42% occurred in people who became ill within 48 
hours of being vaccinated.

Ask Congress to Investigate COVID Origins - Take Action
In the U.S., 153.6 million COVID vaccine doses had been administered 
as of April 1. This includes 71.3 million doses of Moderna’s vaccine, 78.2 
million doses of Pfizer and 3.4 million doses of the Johnson and Johnson’s 
(J&J) COVID vaccine.

This week’s VAERS data show:

• 19% of deaths were related to cardiac disorders.
• 55% of those who died were male, 43% were female and the remaining death 

reports did not include gender of the deceased.
• The average age of those who died was 77.5 and the youngest death was 

an 18-year-old. There are a few reported deaths in children under 18, but 
these reports contained errors.

• As of April 1, 379 pregnant women had reported adverse events re-lated 
to COVID vaccines, including 110 reports of miscarriage or pre-mature 
birth.

• Of the 620 cases of Bell’s Palsy reported, 61% of cases were reported after 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccinations — almost twice as many as re-ported 
(37%) following vaccination with the Moderna vaccine. Fifteen cases (2%) of 
Bell’s Palsy were reported with J&J.

• There were 72 reports of Guillain-Barré Syndrome with 57% of cases 
attributed to Pfizer, 43% to Moderna and 6% to J&J’s COVID vaccine.

• There were 16,876 reports of anaphylaxis with 50% of cases attributed to 
Pfizer’s COVID vaccine, 44% to Moderna and 7% to J&J vaccine.

READ THE ICA RESPONSE TO CMS

LATEST VAERS DATA SHOW VACCINE INJURY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Chiropractors Hit Harder by 
Medicare Fee Cuts -
ICA Responds to CMS

By International 
Chiropractors Association

October 2020 (Falls Church, VA) The 
ICA Recently responded to the Center 
for Medicare and Medicaid Proposed 
Rule for the Calendar Year 2021 Phy-
sician Fee Schedules.

In the ICA response to CMS, we 
stated, “The ICA has grave concerns 
about the proposed rule which are out-
lined herein. We urge the rejection of 
the rule as proposed given its unequal 
treatment of doctors of chiropractic 
which will result in a 19% decrease 
in compensation. We further request 
CMS create parity in the compensa-
tion by increasing the RVUs for spi-
nal manipulation to address the E/M 
components of that service while im-
plementing the stated purpose of the 
rule. The ICA calls for a rejection of 
decreases for the specific CPT codes 
98940, 98941, and 98942.The ICA 
also suggested to CMS they consider a 
moratorium on any reductions in com-
pensation in Medicare for any profes-
sion while the nation’s health care pro-
viders continue to provide care during 
a global pandemic. 

READ THE ICA RESPONSE TO CMSTO READ THE REST OF THE ARTICLE

https://www.chiropractic.org/chiropractors-hit-harder-by-medicare-fee-cuts-ica-responds-to-cms/
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/vaers-data-vaccine-injury-trends-continue/
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You’ve prepared for a rewarding retirement. 
I can help you make the most of it.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. (CFP Board) owns the CFP® 
certification mark, the CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ certification mark, and 
the CFP® certification mark (with plaque design) logo in the United States, which it 
authorizes use of by individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and 
ongoing certification requirements.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2020 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (12/20)

Demetrios Paraskevopoulos, CFP®, ChFC® 
Private Wealth Advisor

516.288.7610 
300 Old Country Road, Suite 371
Mineola, NY 11501
demetrios.x.paraskevopoulos@ampf.com 
demetriosparaskevopoulos.com

tax strategies or legacy planning, I can work with you to grow and preserve what you’ve 
worked so hard to achieve.

Dynatronics • Richmar • Chattanooga • Hill • Multi Radiance
Lloyd • Scifit • ThermX •  Matrix...and more 

800.345.1124    www.harlanhealth.com  

Electrotherapy • Winback TECAR Therapy  • Laser Therapy • Shockwave Therapy
Magnetic Resonance Therapy • Tables • Traction • Thermo Stim

Rehab Equipment  •  Cardio Equipment • Over 5000 Clinical Supplies   

All the products you need...and the personal service you deserve.

TRADE-IN
YOUR OLD EQUIPMENT, 

WORKING OR NOT
 FOR TODAY’S 

NEWEST TECHNOLOGY*
*Limited time offer. Call to find out if your old equipment qualifies.

Help spread the word about our profession by sharing 
the F4CP resources on all of your digital platforms as 
well as printing them and hanging in the office. If you use 
these helps in the office; it may keep you on purpose. 
Call our main office and have them help you get logged 
into the service. Membership has its benefits.
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Dr. Philip A. Facquet III
35 Washington Blvd., Smithtown, NY 11787-2332
(631) 724-7277 • drfacquet@optonline.net

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING & CLASSIFIEDS
To place an ad or for information contact the Newsletter Editor.

ARTWORK REQUIREMENTS:  High resolution, 4 color PDF, 
email ad to the Editor. (ad creation available for an additional fee)

The deadline for receipt of both artwork and payments is the last 
Friday of the month, prior to month of insertion.

PAYMENTS: Send checks payable to: “NYSCA District 7” 
c/o Dr. Argeropoulos, 9 Roosevelt Ave, Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776

To advertise State Wide contact: info@nysca.com or (518) 785-6346

Thank you for your support of the Chiropractic Profession and NYSCA
This newsletter is the offi cial publication of the NYSCA Suffolk District. This is a 
medium for open and responsible dialogue on issues germane to the chiropractic 
profession. Individuals are encouraged to contribute items of interest.
Opinions do not necessarily refl ect the views of the NYSCA Suffolk District. The 
NYSCA Suffolk District does not endorse or approve any statement or fact or opinion, 
nor is it responsible for editorial or advertising presented within the Newsletter.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE:
RETIRING BROOKLYN CHIROPRACTOR 
TABLES+THERAPY FOR SALE - DESCRIPTION AVAIL-
ABLE ON REQUEST  9084477568 

CHIROPRACTIC PRACTICE FOR SALE:
40 YEAR PRACTICE IN SOUTH HUNTINGTON, NY.  CHI-
ROPRACTIC TABLES, THERAPY UNITS, X-RAY VIEW 
BOXES, AND VARIOUS OTHER SUPPLIES.  CURRENT-
LY IN FREE-STANDING OFFICE.  CALL DAVID ROGERS 
(631) 553-9805.

OFFICE HELP 
NEED HELP; RECEPTIONIST, INSURANCE BILLERS. 
CONTACT CANDICE BERRY AT HUNTER BUSINESS 
SCHOOL THERE NUMBER IS 631-569-7710

ADVERTISING

JOIN
NYSCA
MEMBERSHIP
HAS ITS BENEFITS

We must also continue to watch for any attempts to legislatively edit, 
amend or repeal our key provisions—especially Section 2706 (the pro-
vider anti-discrimination provision).A provision was passed as a larger 
bill in late 2020 to direct three federal agencies (HHS, Treasury, and La-
bor) to draft a rule that will finally lead to enforcement of the provision. 
ACA’s advocacy team will work with our non-MD coalition to ensure the 
rule reflects congressional intent, as signed into law in 2010, that insurers 
cannot discriminate on the basis of provider types as it relates to cover-
age and reimbursement.

Rounding Out 2021-2022 Priorities
Covid-19 relief packages will continue to get maximum attention on 
Capitol Hill during the 117th congress. ACA was instrumental in getting 
chiropractors designated as part of the “essential” healthcare workforce 
in 2020 and included as eligible for much of the programs that were initi-
ated and implemented for healthcare providers. It is imperative, however, 
that ACA remain vigilant in making sure chiropractors can participate in 
any further relief package that is geared toward healthcare providers and 
small businesses. Specifically, ACA will remain attentive in advocating 
for lifting exclusions for patent access to telehealth services in Medi-
care and ensuring that chiropractors have fair and equitable access to any 
future expansion of the Provider Relief Fund and Paycheck Protection 
Progra

Resolution of Department of Defense chiropractic healthcare benefit pro-
gram issues, including expansion of the chiropractic benefit for retirees, 
reservists and National Guard personnel enrolled in the Tricare program.  
A 2019 Pentagon report indicated that Tricare would expand access to 
services in 2021 and 2022. This is a huge win for Tricare enrollees who 
previously could not access services provided by a doctor of chiropractic. 
The Department of Defense announced earlier this year that access to 
chiropractors will soon be available in Army/Air Force exchanges, an 
encouraging first step to further access. Here too, ACA must remain at-
tentive to change within the Pentagon’s healthcare delivery system.

To help those burdened with economic hardship during the Covid-19 
pandemic, Democratic leaders in the Senate, and many in the House, 
have outlined a plan to cancel up to $50,000 in federal student loan debt 
for federal student loan borrowers.  Tied to this, ACA shall support legis-
lation where loan relief is featured and continue work that will open op-
portunities for chiropractors to access student loan repayment programs, 
including chiropractic inclusion in the National Health Service Corps. 
Chiropractic inclusion in Federally Qualified Health Centers is also para-
mount.

With the passage of legislation to end health insurers’ anti-trust exemp-
tion via an amendment to the McCarran-Ferguson Act, it will be para-
mount to work with our coalition partners to ensure that any rules and 
regulations passed down from the Federal Trade Commission and other 
federal agencies do not conflict with congressional intent and provide a 
federal enforcement provision that can actually uphold the law.

Opioid legislation, in some form or fashion, may be considered in both 
the House and the Senate, and ACA is prepared to add language similar 
to what has been passed in West Virginia and Oregon to increase ac-
cess to nonopioid alternatives such as chiropractic in any federal opioid 
vehicle.

John Falardeau is ACA’s senior vice president for public policy and ad-
vocacy. Learn more about ACA’s legislative activities at www.acatoday.
org/Advocacy or follow us on Twitter for the latest news from @ACA-
onTheHill.

ACA ANNOUNCES LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES FOR THE 117TH CONGRESS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

https://nysca.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mcform&view=ngforms&id=2019841#/
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